
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

February 11, 2008 

The Honorable Bart Gordon 
Chairman 
Committee on Science and Technology 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The America COMPETES Act and the President’s American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI) capture the 
importance of this nation’s scientific and engineering enterprise to our ability to innovate, compete, and 
succeed in the global marketplace of ideas, products, and services. 

Both the new law and the President’s initiative recognize the importance of measurements, standards and 
technology – and the Commerce Department’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), in 
particular. From automated teller machines, electronic devices, and communications to manufacturing 
and information security, innumerable products and services rely in some way on NIST.   

The enclosed three-year programmatic plan, called for by the COMPETES Act, describes the Institute’s 
approach and plans. The plan and the ACI reflect some hard decisions about priorities. The newly 
authorized Technology Innovation Program (TIP) and the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
(MEP) both fall outside the scope of the ACI’s focus.  

The plan reflects the goal of the ACI which calls for doubling, over 10 years, the funding for innovation-
enabling research at NIST, the National Science Foundation, and the Department of Energy’s Office of 
Science. This is an exciting opportunity for the Nation to take advantage of measurement- and standards-
based innovations to advance U.S. economic growth, safety, and security. Unfortunately, Fiscal Year 
2008 appropriations put NIST at risk of falling off of the doubling path.  

NIST’s ability to achieve its mission will be affected by the resources made available by the 
Administration and Congress in the years ahead. Our strategy and implementation will be aligned to 
reflect actual appropriations. NIST will follow the strategic goals in the document as a foundation for the 
next three years – and plan and work hard so that America can advance, innovate, compete, and prosper. 

Sincerely,

       /s/  

James M. Turner, Ph.D. 
Acting Director 

Enclosure 

cc: 	The Honorable Ralph M. Hall 
 Ranking Member 

Committee on Science and Technology 
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2	 Who We Are: NIST’s Mission, Vision, Core Values, and 
Competencies 

NIST’s mission, vision, and core values form the foundation for organizational 
performance.  They are guiding ideals, setting the standards for how we serve our 
customers in industry, academia, and government, maintain public trust and confidence, 
carry out our individual jobs and meet our organizational responsibilities, and treat our 
fellow employees.  NIST and its employees, collectively and individually, aspire to each 
of these values as they form the foundation of the Institute’s core operating principles. 

2.1 Mission 

To promote U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement 
science, standards, and technology in ways that enhance economic security and improve 
the quality of life. 

2.2 Vision 

Be the world’s leader in creating critical measurement solutions and promoting equitable 
standards.  Our efforts stimulate innovation, foster industrial competitiveness, and 
improve the quality of life. 

2.3 Core Values 

NIST has four core values: 
1.	 People: We value and support an inclusive, engaged, and diverse workforce 

capable of fulfilling the NIST mission; 
2.	 Integrity: We are objective, ethical, and honest; 
3.	 Customer focus: We anticipate the needs of our customers and are committed to 

meeting or exceeding their expectations; and 
4.	 Excellence: We expect world-class performance and continuous improvement in 

all we do. 

2.4 Core Competencies 

The NIST core competencies are those activities and capabilities that define how NIST 
provides value to the Nation and its stakeholders.  These competencies set us apart from 
other agencies and make NIST unique in its role within the United States Government.  
They are: 

•	 measurement science, 
•	 rigorous traceability, and 
•	 development and use of standards. 
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